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Sir: 

INFORMATION DIS CLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 51. 97(b) 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR §1 .97(b), Applicant(s) wishes to disclose the 
materials listed below and on the attached form PTO/SB/08A that the Examiner may find relevant to the 
examination of the above-identified patent application. Pursuant to the Official Gazette Notice of August 
5, 2003, copies of issued U.S. patents and/or U.S. patent applications are not required and are not 
enclosed. The references listed below were cited by either the German Patent Office and by the 
international Searching Authority in corresponding priority applications. 

As to foreign references, where possible Applicants have cited the corresponding 
U.S. patents in lieu of furnishing foreign language documents. Copies of any foreign patent 
references that do not have corresponding U.S. patents or non-patent reference materials are enclosed 
herewith. 
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*The English-language abstract of corresponding EP0724994 is attached to DE 195 03 



The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an 
admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in §1 .56(b). By filing this statement, Applicant(s) is not making any representation as to whether 
any of the references referred to herein are material. Further: Applicant(s) cites these references without 
prejudice, and Applicant(s) reserves the right to contest the status of these references as prior art. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees under 37 C.F.R. 1 .16 and 
1 .17 which may be required by this paper, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50- 
1287. Applicant(s) hereby provides a general request for any extension of time which may be required at 
any time during the prosecution of the application. The Commissioner is also authorized to charge any 
fees which have not been previously paid for by check and which are required during the prosecution of 
this application to Deposit Account No. 50-1287. (Should Deposit Account No. 50-1287 be deficient, please charge 
any further deficiencies to Deposit Account No. 10-0220 
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